
January 18, 2011 
Dear Band Parents and Students: 
 
We are beginning our preparations for the annual Spring Band Trip.  This year, the GWMS Concert 
and Symphonic Bands (approximately 140 students) will be competing in the Music in the Parks 
Festival at Busch Gardens, Williamsburg, Virginia on May 13-14th.  The actual per student cost 
will be approximately $220 which will be offset by each student’s fundraising balance; the final 
cost for each student will depend on the success of each individual student’s fundraising.  Future 
opportunities to offset the cost will be available through the annual Spring fundraiser.  The total cost 
will include round-trip transportation aboard deluxe motor coaches, accommodations for one night, 
selected meals, a GWMS Band t-shirt, festival fees, and admission to Busch Gardens.   Based on the 
fall popcorn fundraiser and any amounts left over from last year’s fundraising activity, your current 
account balance is: 
 

Student:       Account Balance: $  
 

At this point, we are asking for the following if your student plans to attend the trip: 
 

• $50 NON-REFUNDABLE deposit to secure your child’s reservation (Note: This year the 
amount of the deposit required depends on the student’s current account balance.  No 
deposit is required if the balance is above $150.) 

• Permission Slip to be signed by parent/guardian and student.  (Enclosure #1) 

• Health Form – Required by ACPS for all participants (Enclosure #3).  It is very important 
to fill out the Health Form completely.  To ensure the safety of all participants, all student 
medications (including over-the-counter medications) must be given to the designated 
chaperone on the morning of departure from school on May 13th.  The chaperone will be 
responsible for ensuring medications are taken on schedule, and in the proper amount.  The 
only exception is inhalers, which students are permitted to keep in their possession.  If there 
are any privacy concerns about the information contained on your child’s Health Form, 
please place it in a sealed envelope before delivering to school.  The only individuals with 
access to information on these forms are the band directors, trip coordinator and one 
assigned chaperone (the School Nurse generally): all are required to comply with Federal 
health information privacy regulations. 
 

More detailed information will be forthcoming as we finalize our plans. 
 
Please read the GWMS Band Code of Conduct (Enclosure #2) and discuss it with your child.  Fill in 
and sign the Permission Slip, parent/guardian and student signatures are required.  Return the signed 
Permission Slip and completed Health Form with your non-refundable deposit check payable to 
GWMS Band Boosters, to the band directors in advance of January 28th.  If you have any questions 
about the trip, please contact Mr. Seracino or Mr. Olney at 703-706-4545 or via email at 
rseracin@acps.k12.va.us or casey.olney@acps.k12.va.us.  (For questions about your account 
balance, please contact Deborah Lockett at (703) 862-3210 or debo@tindell.net.) 
 
We are looking forward to a successful and enjoyable trip!            

 Mr. Rick Seracino, Band Director  
Enclosures:        Mr. Casey Olney, Band Director             
#1  Permission Slip            
#2  GWMS Band Code of Conduct 
#3  ACPS Health Form   



GEORGE WASHINGTON MIDDLE SCHOOL 
PERMISSION SLIP  

MUSIC IN THE PARKS FESTIVAL 
BUSCH GARDENS, WILLIAMSBURG, VIRGINIA 

MAY 13-14, 2011 
 
 

Student’s Name_______________________________________________________ 
 
Address/City/Zip Code_________________________________________________ 
 
Parent's E-mail________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Grade Level__________________  
 
 
 

Symphonic Band    Concert Band 
(circle one) 

 
 
I hereby give permission for, ____________________________________ to participate 

(Student’s Name) 
in the band trip to Busch Gardens, Williamsburg, Virginia for the Music in the Parks Festival band 
competition on May 13-14, 2011.  I have discussed the GWMS Band Code of Conduct with my 
child, and we understand and agree with these conduct requirements.  I am enclosing a 
nonrefundable deposit (if required) to secure my child’s reservation, and the required Health Form. 
 
 
______________________________                      _____________________________ 
Student’s signature     Parent/guardian signature 
 
 
T-Shirt Size (adult sizes): S     M    L     XL    XXL     XXXL  (circle one) 
 
 
 



GEORGE WASHINGTON MIDDLE SCHOOL 

CODE OF CONDUCT  
MUSIC IN THE PARKS FESTIVAL 

BUSCH GARDENS, WILLIAMSBURG, VIRGINIA 
MAY 13-14, 2011 

 
 

 
Conduct yourself in a manner that brings credit to you, your family, your school and your 

community, so that you are a positive reflection on George Washington Middle School. 
 

Refrain from the use of tobacco, alcoholic beverages, or drugs. 
 
Be loyal, honest, courteous and sportsmanlike in all dealings with the Directors, band members, and 
chaperones.  Disrespect of any staff member, parent volunteer, or fellow student will not be 
tolerated and will result in disciplinary action. 
 
Refrain from foul language and comments.  This is a reflection on you, your family, and George 
Washington Middle School. 
 
Adult chaperones are available to assist you.  They should receive your complete attention, 
cooperation, and respect.  Watch, listen, and cooperate with adult and student leaders during band 
functions. 
 
Special care should be taken to see that all personal and school property is properly cared for.  Pack 
instruments carefully for travel.  Place identification tags on all personal items, and make sure all 
instruments cases are labeled properly.  Take care that nothing is damaged, lost, or misplaced.  You 
will be held responsible for damaged, lost, or misplaced school property in your care. 
 
Be at the right place, at the right time, for all band activities, with the proper equipment, attire and 
attitude. 
 
 



 










